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Marlene Hotchkiss
 Marlene Hotchkiss was born 
January 13, 1936 in Albert City to Albert 
and Freda Hanson. Marlene grew up 
and got her education in Laurens, Iowa. 
She said growing up her Mother and she 
did all the chores and the men worked 
in the fields. After graduation at 17 
years old she walked across the street 
and got a job at the town bank, later 
worked for Jollise accounting office. 
With her first pay check she bought the 
grandmother’s piano. Marlene married 
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Byron Hotchkiss in 1957. To this union, 
they adopted Angie that now lives in 
New Jersey and brother Clair in Sioux 
City. Marlene’s kids always remember 
her helping with their homework.  
Marlene has two grandchildren and 
one great grandson. Marlene came to 
live at Longhouse in July of 2012. She 
enjoys the activities we offer here and 
the special dog that visits her for some 
TLC. 

March
Phyllis Bates March 3
Herbert Hanson March 4
Viola Roberts March 4
Dorothy Cranston March 7
Evelyn Schuck March 9
Patricia Johnson March 18
Peggy Johnson March 27

February and March Birthdays

February
Mary Christensen February 2
Leonard Koch February 2
Velma Hamrick February 5
Bernice Peters February 5
Lindell Petersen February 9
Hugh Cooper February 19

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. John Ingvall

February 1, 1953

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hinton
February 22, 1947

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Cranston
March 14, 1964
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Making Sugar Cookies
We had a great turn out for making roll out sugar cookies.  The next 
day they all came back out to frost and decorate them.  We served the 
cookies at our Christmas gathering party.
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Christmas Gathering Party

Ruth and son, Raymond
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Many family members and friends came to our 
Christmas Gathering Party.

June and the girls

Rosi and volunteer, Jackie

Sylvia and Joe
Clare and family

PROOF



   

Santa Visits
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Vi & Lela pose with Santa
for a candy cane.

Pat wants a special color cane.

Bernice and Elmer take time to greet Santa.

One of Santa’s helpers with
her teddy bear.

Jack isn’t going to pass up
a candy cane from Santa.

Lois gets a candy cane from Santa too.Pete and Santa have a secret, I think.
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Ruth Russell received a great big birthday wish and card from prayer pals at Sacred Heart School.
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The residents are stirring up their own “cake in a mug”, cook in 
the microwave for a minute, cool and ready to enjoy with coffee.

Vernice came out to enjoy some Jell-O cake.

PROOF

Longhouse-Northsire
Mission Statement

Longhouse-Northshire, LTD is committed 
to serving customers in the surrounding 
communities and beyond with quality care 
by helping every stay be enveloped with a 
caring and home-like atmosphere.  Our goal 
is to utilize applicable therapies and programs 
for developing a graduated return home or a 
comfortable transition to long-term care.
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Resident Spotlight
  John “Jack” Peasley was born January 
31, 1930 in Sioux City, Iowa to Bill and 
Anna Peasley. Bill was a carpenter, and 
Anna was a homemaker. 
  Jack had three sisters: Frances, 
Margaret and Jean. His brothers were 
Clem and Bob. Jean Ann was Jack’s twin 
sister. Jack and Jean are the youngest 
of six, and Jack is the only sibling 
left. He has one cousin in Illinois and 
several nieces, nephews, great nieces and 
nephews as well as great-great nieces and 
nephews. 
J  ack attended St. Boniface School in 
Sioux City, Iowa. He was a great help 
to the nuns. They always had before 
and after school tasks for Jack. At St. 
Boniface, Jack learned to read and 
write well. There, his deep faith was 
established. Jack is currently a member 
of Sacred Heart in Spencer. He enjoys 
masses at Northshire.
  Jack learned to make rag rugs on a 
loom at Good Will Industries in Sioux 
City. Later, a loom was assembled in 
Jack and Grandma’s home so Jack could 
work at home. Grandma would cut the 
cloth strips, sew them together, and Jack 
would weave colorful rugs for Family 
and friends. 
  Jack loves music, especially marches 

Looking Back & Ahead in Activities

by John Phillips Sousa and polkas by 
Lawrence Welk. 
  Jack moved to Spencer in 1990 
after Grandma died. He worked for 
Sunshine Services and lived semi-
independently until he became 
incapacitated. Jack retired from 
Sunshine Services in 2014 after he 
suffered from an aneurysm. He has 
resided in Longhouse Care Center 
since then. 
  Jack’s niece Judy has been his 
guardian for 30 years. In her words 
Jack has been a playmate, uncle, friend 
and most of all, my blessing. 
According to Judy, “Longhouse 
has been a saving grace for Jack. 
Here, Jack interacts with staff and 
residents. He enjoys singing to them 
and making entertaining rhymes for 
listeners. Jack gets good care and the 
interaction has kept him healthier and 
happier. Activities for Jack have been 
so rewarding. I have been told many 
times how much residents and staff 
enjoy Jack. He loves his roommate, 
and Jack often tells me that he and 
his roommate are buddies. Jack thinks 
that Longhouse is his apartment.   
  Longhouse is Jack’s blessing. Jack is 
my blessing, too.”

John “Jack” Peasley

  Looking back in May we had a 
great turn out for our Mother’s Day 
celebrations. We served homemade 
angel food cake with fresh berries and a 
short program to commemorate all the 
women.
  The 6th grade middle school class 
spent an afternoon planting flowers 
around our campus, put down mulch 
around our trees, picked up sticks and 
finished off the day reading to our 
residents. Refreshments were Monster 
cookies and 7 up. Thank you kids! 
We will be seeing our Sacred Heart 5th 
and 6th graders for the last time this 
May and will treat them to homemade 
ice cream and toppings. The residents 
hate to see them go but then look 
forward to a new group in the fall. 
  We celebrated national nursing home 
week with volunteer luncheon, staff 
recognition lunch, a chili contest, 
special music, Sacred Heart kids came 

over to play bingo with the residents, 
some guessing games and other weekly 
activities. 
  With nicer weather on its way we will 
be taking the residents outside for fresh 
air as often as we can.
  June will be here soon! Father’s Day 
celebration, playing Wheel of Fortune, 
Memory Magic, GIANT crossword 
puzzle and lots more fun. 
   You can always find us with a cup of 
coffee and some great treats at 3:00 in 
the afternoons… come and join us! 

   Every year LH-NS recognizes staff 
members for their consecutive years of 
service during the May  staff picnic. 
Note: a total of 6 employees are now 
employed 35 years and beyond.
  Listed are the employees for these 
years, in addition to those with first year 
recognitions. 
   We thank all of our fine staff members 
for their service and commitment to the 
residents.
2 Employees .............................35 years
1 Employee ..............................30 years
1 Employee ..............................25 years
1 Employee ..............................20 years
3 Employees .............................10 years
6 Employees  ..............................5 years

Staff  Recognized 
during National 
Nursing Home 
Week

Many of you have heard about MCOs 
or Managed Care Organizations, since 
the State of Iowa has worked this past 
year to reduce overall Medicaid costs. 
Residents using the Medicaid program 
have been assigned to one of the three 
companies and we thank all of you for 
sharing the information you received 
from these companies. (Insurance 
Cards, letters, etc.) The three companies 

Managed Care Organizations & Iowa Medicaid
are: Amerigroup, AmeriHealth-Caritas, 
and United Healthcare.
If you receive new insurance cards from 
your MCO, or change to a different 
company, please send us a copy of 
these cards, which are necessary when 
a medical service is required by the 
resident. You can share the information 
with Amanda, Kim, Dave or myself. 
We are learning more every day as we 
work with these companies, and we 

thank you for 
sharing your 
experiences so 
together we 
promote the best 
services for the 
residents and 
facility. 

Tim Christy, 
Administrator

The Best 
Gift of All:

Your visits and 
phone calls!!

Looking Back and Ahead in Activities
 In December, we had the St. Luke 
Bell Choir play for us, what wonderful 
music. We made treat sacks for the 
Sacred Heart kids that help with bingo, 
read to residents, draw pictures for the 
resident’s doors and the Kindergartners 
that sing for us every holiday. Activity 
staff painted all the ladies finger nails 
for the holidays. Many church choirs 
came to sing. We made roll out sugar 
cookies and frosted them for our 
Christmas parties. The residents got to 
choose chocolate or strawberry for a 
cake in a mug they stirred up and had 
with coffee later. We showed Christmas 
movies and read stories to get everyone 
in the spirit. The year was capped off 
with hors d’oeuvres and Katie from 
AOG with trivia fun. 

 Some of our great activities for 
February are: sewing with Norma, 
manicures, fried bread, fun and games 
with the Spencer Home school gang, 
Friday Fellowship with Hope Reformed 
friends and our Valentine parties!

Come visit us here at 
Longhouse - Northshire 
and join in a cup of coffee, 
the pot is always on!  
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“Just Because” Roses
Send a dozen roses to your relative, loved one, spouse,

friend, boss or employees for just $15 per dozen.

The Kiwanis Club of Spencer After Five is once again sponsoring this fantastic deal.  
Proceeds from the sales go toward supporting Community Youth Projects.

Deadline for Ordering:  Mon, April 1   •   Flowers Delivered:  Tues, April 18

Checks should be made out to:  Kiwanis After Five
Send to:  Longhouse PO Box 177 Spencer, IA 51301:  Attn:  Dawn

To place an order: CALL: 712-262-2344 - ask for Dawn


